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There were many gross abuses in the ecclesiastical
establishment, but a scandal like this, however con-
venient for the dilapidated fortunes of the Riche-
Heus, could not continue indefinitely. The chapter
Were perhaps willing to do without a bishop, but they
would not allow the revenues of the diocese to be
absorbed while the religious buildings went to ruin
from lack of repairs. Accordingly, the canons be-
gan a suit against Madame de Richelieu, asking that
she be compelled to apply some part of the moneys
she received to the needs of the church. This action

""Bro'ught matters to a crisis; however favourable the
authorities or the courts migrit be to her interests,
they could not publicly declare that the cathedral
of Lugon must be left to decay, in order that Ma-
dame de Richelieu might use the bishop's salary to
educate her children and pay lier domestics.
""The mother decided that if the Episcopal salary
could no longer be applied to trie needs of the entire
family, the Episcopal see might furnish an establish-

joaent for one of the sons. Accordingly, the second
son was chosen for the office, and thougli only
twelve years of age, AlpJipTcilse de Richelieu was
recognised as titular Bishop of Lu5onT~~"~BulE'The son
was unwilling to carry out THsTTncTElier's prudent ar-
rangement; as Alphonse approached his majority,
he declared himself unfit for trie duties of the office
and refused to accept it. His ancestors and kinsfolk
were eager for temporal advantages and were little
disturbed by scruples, but Alphonse was a being of
a different sort; he said thatTiewas not Jit,to.be a
bishop, and, therefore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
